IN THE CLAIMS 
Complete listing of the claims: 



1. (Currently Amended) A directory searching method of searching a plurality of directory 
structures in a storage medium for a p rescribed director y structure, contained in a directory 
structure which is stored in a hierarchical structure including plural directory structures in a 
storage medium and w herein the plurality of directory structures constitutes a hierarchical 
structure and the prescribed directory structure includes at least two directories of a directory 
having a first name and a directory having a second name^f the directory searching method 
comprisin g steps of;i 

inputting the first name and the second name with a inputting device, and 
searching the plural -plurality of directory structures based on the first name and the 
second name so as to extract thea prescribed directory structure comprising the directory 
having the first name and the directory having the second name , 

searchi ng t he extracted directory s tructure b ased on the second name so as to extract a 
directory h avin g th e second name, and 

obtaining the pres c ribed directory contained in the extracted directory, wherein the 

directory having the second name is in the same hierarchy level as the hierarchy level of the 
directory having the first name. 

2-3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The directory searching method of claim 1, further comprising-step 
ef: 

displaying at least a part of the prescribed extracted directory structure extracted in the 
searching step . 

5. (Currently Amended) The directory searching method of claim 1, further comprising-step 
ef: 
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selecting a part of the a r-prescribe directory structure contained in part of the extracted 
in the searching step directory structure , 

6. (Currently Amended) The directory searching method of claim 1, wherein the at least twoa 
directo riesy having store a set data containings at least one of image data, sound data and 
sound image data. 

7. (Currently Amended) A directory searching apparatus foretsearching a plurality of 
directory structures in a storage medium for a prescribed directory a contained in a directory 
structure which is stored in a hierarchical structure including p lural dir ectory structures in a 
s torage me d ium wherein the plurality of directory structures constitutes a hierarchical 
structure and the prescribed directory structurea nd includes at least two directories of a 
directory having a first name and a directory having a second name -, the directory searching 
apparatus comprising~efe 

an inputting device to input the first name and the second nam e with a inputting 
device , and 

a searching device e£for searching the plural ity of directory structures based on the 
first name and the second name so as to extract the prescribeda directory structure comprising 
the directory h aving the first name and the directory having the second name , 

wherein the directory having the second name is in the same hierarchy level as the 
hierarchy level of the directory having the first name. a searching device of searching the 
e xtr a cted directory structure based on the second name s o as to extract a directory having the 
second name, and 

a obtaining device to obt ai n th e prescribed directory contained in the extracted 

directory. 

8-9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently Amended) The directory searching apparatus of claim 7, further comprising-effi 
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a range specificatioii device to specify a search range. 



11. (Original) The directory searching device apparatus of claim 10, wherein the search range 
is the top and bottom level in the directory structure. 

12. (Currently Amended) The directory searching apparatus of claim 7, further comprising e£ 

a displaying device to display at least a part of the extracted p rescribed directory 

structure extracted by the searching device . 

13. (Currently Amended) The directory searching apparatus of claim 7, further comprising e£ 

a selecting device jto select a part of the p rescribe directory structure contained in part 

of the extracted by the searching; device directory structure . 

14. (Currently Amended) The directory searching apparatus of claim 7, wherein the at least 
two directories y having store a set data containing at least one of image data, sound data and 
sound image data. 

15. (Original) A directory searching program comprising step of controlling a computer to 
function as a directory searching method of claim 1. 

16. (Original) A directory searching program comprising a controlling section to control a 
computer to function as a directory searching apparatus of claim 7. 

17. (Original) A storage medium comprising data corresponding to the directory searching 
program of claim 15. 

18. (Original) A storage medium comprising data corresponding to the directory searching 
program of claim 16. 
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19. (New) A directory searching method of searching a plurality of directory structures in a 
storage medium for a prescribed directory structure, wherein the plurality of directory 
structures constitutes a hierarchical structure and the prescribed directory structure includes at 
least two directories of a directory having a first name and a directory having a second name, 
the directory searching method comprising: 

inputting the first name and the second name with a inputting device, and 
searching the plurality of directory structures based on the first name and the second 
name so as to extract the prescribed directory structure comprising the directory having the 
first name and the directory having the second name, 

wherein the directory having the second name is in the hierarchy level below the 
hierarchy level of the directory having the first name. 
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